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NEWSLETTER – AUGUST 2004 
Dear Members and friends 
  The year is flying by and there is lots 
happening at Standing Tall Australia and in the 
mine action world.  It is a busy time for the 
International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL) in 
the lead-up to the first review conference of the 
Mine Ban Treaty in November as we increase the 
pressure on governments for more resources for 
mine action and assistance to the victims of 
landmines.  In this newsletter we will start to 
introduce you to some of the key issues and 
activities in the mine action world.  Janecke Wille, 
one of our directors and the Landmine Monitor 
Mine Action Research Coordinator will explain some 
of the basics of humanitarian mine action.  There is 
also a map showing the landmine problem in the 
world (from Landmine Monitor Report 2003).  And 
as promised in the last newsletter I will share some 
of my experiences from the visit to Afghanistan. 
 But first, the news of Standing Tall Australia…  
McKay Wood, our intern from Canada, has arrived 
and is enthusiastically raising our profile in 
Brisbane.  McKay has also started work on the 
production of a portfolio entitled “101 Great Ideas 
for the Socio-Economic Reintegration of Mine 
Survivors” which is due for release at the Nairobi 
Summit for Mine-Free World.  More about McKay 
and his activities follow, including details of our 
launch in cyberspace with a new website – 
www.standingtallaustralia.org ! 

As I mentioned in the last newsletter, Standing 
Tall Australia is receiving royalties from sales of 
the book, Commentaries on Arms Con rol Treaties, 
Volume 1, by Dr Stuart Maslen, to enable us to 
support mine survivors and other people with 
disabilities in mine-affected countries.  Well, we 
have received the first royalty cheque from 
Oxford University Press for about $3,850!  The 
plan is to make the first beneficiary of the funds a 
small local organization working with mine survivors 
in Cambodia; we will keep you posted.   
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The book was officially released in Geneva, 
Switzerland on 25 June.  At the release, Standing 
Tall Australia received cash donations of 115 Swiss 

Francs (about $125).  This money was given to the 
AABRAR (Afghan Amputee Bicyclists for 
Rehabilitation and 
Recreation) based in 
Kabul, Afghanistan, 
and will be used to buy 
three sewing machines 
and materials to enable 
three disabled women 
to start on the road to economic independence. 

The appropr
me recently when I read an open letter from a 

colleague at Handicap International in Brussels.  
Kevin Bryant suffered a below-knee amputation in 
July 2002 after he stepped on a landmine in 
southern Lebanon where he was doing mine 
clearance work.  Kevin was writing about the words 
on Handicap International’s logo, “…It may be two 
simple little words and it may just be another logo 
to some people.  For me it is representative of the 
most important goals… ‘Standing Tall’ means more 
than getting up and walking again….it’s also about 
being accepted by yourself as well as others.  It’s 
about being able to feel useful again, the regaining 
of your pride and confidence…” 

The aim of Standing Tall Au
itive difference in the lives of people living in 

mine-affected communities.  We believe that we 
have the potential to achieve that aim – but we 
can’t do it alone.  We need your continued support 
to ensure that our young organization can grow and 
through positive actions, really make a difference! 

One area where you can help now is by
ouraging your friends to become members.   

We’ve included a membership form which can be 
photocopied and distributed.  Or we’d be happy to 
send you more! 

So read on…
eresting and informative. 
If you have any questions or 
 pleased to receive them. 

  Shere
@standingtallau



 

New Website 
We are very pleased to announce that we now have a beautiful website that will assist us getting our 

message out to the world.  So please visit us at 
www.standingtallaustralia.org 

and register your interest by adding it to your “favourites”. And tell your friends so they can learn more and 
maybe support our work through becoming a member.  The website has been a tremendous step in linking us 
to the world and making us visually real. 
 

Landmine Working Group 
In an effort to create awareness in the local community we are forming the Queensland Landmine Working 
Group.  It is our hope that we can form a committed and effective base of volunteers to plan activities to 
support small projects in Cambodia, Afghanistan, or the Asia region.  Here is our poster. 
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This year we aim to make a difference in the community and internationally 

We will engage our skills and apply them in a collaborative effort for social change 

Our work will assist victims of landmines with their social and economic reintegration 

As volunteers we pledge to support each other as we support those in need 
What:  Please join a meeting of the Queensland Landmine Working Group as we discuss possible events and 
goals for the coming year.  Landmine Working Groups have been effective in other countries raising awareness, 
engaging the media, and community to take positive actions to development.  We want a world free of landmines – 
a weapon that does not discriminate between soldier, mother, or child.  We aim to focus our attention on supporting 
mine survivors and their families to assist with their economic independence. 

When:  Planning meetings are held every couple weeks in preparation for planned events. 

Where:  We meet in the Brisbane area.  

Why:  Be apart of an international movement and support war-affected people. 

For more information and to register your interest please contact: 

 
McKay at (07) 3511 6430 or 0415 066886 or email: va@icbl.org or visit www.standingtallaustralia.org  



 

Afghanistan 
Visiting Kabul from 21-31 March this year
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Originally it was planned that our group would 
meet with the President of Afghanistan, Harmid 
Karzai, but unfortunately he was busy preparing 
for the international donors conference in 
Germany.  Instead, we were invited to the 
presidential compound to meet with the King who is 
still considered by many to be the “Father of the 
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returned to Afghanistan after the fall of the 
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The situation for people with disabilities in 
Afghanistan is extremely difficult.  The largest 
program assisting the disabled is the 
Comprehensive Disabled Af

ich was established in 1995 as a United Nations 
Development Program/UN Office for Project 
Services inter-agency initiative.  However, 
according to the Director of CDAP, for every one 
disabled person that is assisted by the program, 
there are 100 more who cannot be helped. 
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every day activities. It is in these countries that 
Humanitarian Mine Action will be required for many 
years to come in order to reach the ultimate goal 
of the Mine Ban treaty; no more new casualties. 

As of 3 August 2004, 47 of the 82 States 
Parties to the Mine Ban Treaty are mine-affected. 
This means that these countries are obliged, among 
other things, to have cleared “all anti-personnel 
mines in mined areas under its jurisdiction or 
control, as soon as possible but not later than ten 
years after the entry into force of this Convention 
for that State Party”. For 25 countries, this 
deadline is 2009 and recently there has been an 
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In many mine-affected countries there are no 
mine clearance operations ongoing or underway. In 
some countries there are only military clearance 
operations, which have little or no impact or 
benefit for the civilian population. The Landmine 
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NEWS FROM NEAR AND FAR 

Annual General Meeting 
The Annual General Meeting will be held on 

Sunday, 12 September 2004 in Brisbane.  We 
understand that many of our members don’t live in 
Brisbane so may not be able to attend.  All 
members have the right to appoint a proxy to vote 
on their behalf.  We encourage everyone to take 
advantage of this as your opinions are important to 
us.  A proxy form is included with the Notice of 
Annual General Meeting. 

At the meeting you will be asked to re-elect the 
current board of directors who retire as required 
by the constitution but are eligible for re-election.  
You will find details about each director at the end 
of the newsletter. 

We also seek your approval to change our name 
from Standing Tall Australia International 
Rehabilitation & Research Support Services Ltd to 
simply Standing Tall Australia Ltd.  Although we 
like the symbolism of STAIRRSS the shortened 
name would be easier for people to remember.  To 
change the name we must have at least 75 percent 
approval from the members.  This is another 
reason why your vote at the AGM is important. 

Nairobi Summit on a Mine-Free World 
The Nairobi Summit on a Mine-Free World, or 

first Review Conference of the Mine Ban Treaty 
(the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, 
Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of 
Antipersonnel Mines and on Their Destruction), will 
take place from 29 November - 3 December 2004 
in Nairobi, Kenya. This landmark international legal 
instrument entered into force on 1 March 1999 and 
has been adopted by 
143 States. Hundreds 
of participants 
including world 
leaders, government 
ministers, NGOs, 
international 
organizations, mine 
survivors, youth and 
UN agencies will 
gather in Nairobi for 
the Summit as well as 
numerous side events.  The Nairobi Summit is a 
major milestone in the life of the Mine Ban Treaty. 
The event itself, and the lead-up to it, will bring 
new impetus to everyone working to rid the world 
of antipersonnel landmines.  For more information 
see www.reviewconference.org 

Introducing McKay Wood 
I arrived in Brisbane in June 2004 to a warm 

welcome but a blisteringly hot winter (remember 
I’m a Canadian!) and will be spending the next six 
months as Researcher and Capacity Building 
Program Officer for Standing Tall Australia. For 
the past eight months I was a Youth Mine Action 
Ambassador (www.dangermines.ca) working with 
the Canadian Red Cross in Vancouver where I led 
volunteers and organised many awareness-raising 
events and projects around the humanitarian crisis 
of landmines. 
After seeing the 
affects of war 
and landmines 
first-hand in 
countries such as 
Bosnia, Croatia 
and Cambodia I 
am committed to this crucial endeavour.  

I am one of seven interns from the Canadian 
Young Professionals International Mine Action 
Program serving in different countries (Australia, 
Kenya, Lebanon, Switzerland, Uganda and USA) to 
help support, build, and raise awareness of the 
mine issue in local communities.  Each intern is 
working in some capacity to support the Nairobi 
Summit on a Mine-Free World. 

As Sheree mentioned, Standing Tall Australia 
will be producing a portfolio (in collaboration with 
Mines Action Canada and the ICBL) to present the 
many “Great Ideas” for the socio-economic 
reintegration of mine survivors and people with 
disabilities.  The portfolio will be distributed at 
the Nairobi Summit to governments (potential 
donors) and organisations involved in similar types 
of work.  It will not only give many “Great Ideas” 
for future programs but it will focus attention on 
the importance of reintegration and assistance to 
mine survivors and provide a valuable resource for 
smaller organisations in need of funding support.  
The portfolio is also of significance for Standing 
Tall Australia in gaining greater international 
exposure as a supporter of this type of work.  

It’s truly great to be in Brisbane, and to be a 
part of this committed team to serve you, 
Australia, and the mine-affected world. 
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Standing Tall Australia’s Board 

ey was one of the founding
ce 2001 she has worked with Handicap 

International Belgium as the Landmine Monitor 
Victim Assistance Research Coordinator.  Through 
this work she has seen the suffering caused by 
landmines first-hand in places such as Afghanistan, 
Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bosnia, Croatia, 
Burundi, Cambodia, Colombia, Ethiopia, Kosovo, 
Serbia, Sri Lanka and Thailand. 

Sheree is a strong 
ums on raising awareness on the rights and 

needs of landmine survivors and in pressuring 
governments to ensure that sufficient resources 
are available to provide adequate and appropriate 
assistance for th

io-economic reintegration of landmine survivors 
and other people with a disability. 

Sheree has a Masters in International Relations 
which focused on issues such as the socio-economic 
impact of aids in Sub-Saharan Africa and the 
impact of war on children.  She is also working on 
her PhD through the University of Melbourne on 
the role of civil society and the media in the 
international campaign to ban landmines. 

Sheree is currently living in Brisbane, Australia

rren Bailey was one of the founding directors.  
She is a physiotherapist with extensive clinical 
experience throughout Australia, New Zealand and 
Hong Kong in both the public and private health 
care sectors.  She has a strong commitment to 
physiotherapy and health care issues within 
Australia and in developing countries. 

Involvement with the Australian Network of the 
International Campaign to
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awareness of the needs in Austr
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Heart to Heart undertak
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projects in Tibet to experience first hand the 
issues relating to people with disabilities in a 
developing country. 
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h Queensland Health as a clinical 

physiotherapist. 

Janecke Wille was one of the founding directors. 
Since 2000 she has worked with Norwegian 
People’s Aid as the Landmine Monitor Mine Action 
Research Coordinator.  Through this work she has 
travelled to mine-affected countries all over the 
world and acquired more knowledge of the 
inhumane suffering, both physical and 
psychological, that landmines cause.  Countries such 
as Azerbaijan, Armenia
special impact on h

Janecke is a sociol
issues.  Her interes
development grew af
volunteer in Angola. 
Angola to conduct 
sociology, which was focused on the impact 
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 and Sri Lanka have made a 

n Angola.  
The thesis, entitled “Social capital and 
Humanitarian Mine Action in Cassua, Angola” was 
part of a research project at the International 
Peace Research Institute in Oslo (PRIO).    

Janecke is originally from Norway but lives in 
Hobart, Australia, with her partner Brett and their 
baby son Joachim.  She is fluent in Norwegian, 
English and Portuguese after 

zil and Portugal.  

euben Nogueira-McCarthy joined the board in 
March 2004.  Since 2003 Reuben has been working 
within the Global Landmines and Small Arms Team 
of UNICEF in New York, a team which is dedicated 
to the identification of risks to civilians of 
landmines and other explosive remnants of war, the 
provision of risk education, assistance to the 
survivors of accidents and advocacy to prevent the 
use of landmines and other indiscriminate weapons.   

Reuben holds two degrees in moral and political 
philosophy, and has specialised in international 
humanitarian aid and development since 1996.  He 

g in the field of humanitarian landmine 
action in 1997, when he took up a position with

 Ban Landmines led to a 

mining Agency for Afghanistan. Following three 
years in Afghanistan and a brief period in Albania, 
Reuben moved to Cambodia where he w
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